Donkeys of the Bible: Joseph’s Brothers
Genesis 42:13-28
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But they replied, "Your servants were twelve brothers, the sons of one man, who lives in the land
of Canaan. The youngest is now with our father, and one is no more."
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Joseph said to them, "It is just as I told you: You are spies! And this is how you will be tested:
As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this place unless your youngest brother comes here.
16
Send one of your number to get your brother; the rest of you will be kept in prison, so that your
words may be tested to see if you are telling the truth. If you are not, then as surely as Pharaoh
lives, you are spies!" 17And he put them all in custody for three days.
18

On the third day, Joseph said to them, "Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 19If you are honest
men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for
your starving households. 20But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words
may be verified and that you may not die." This they proceeded to do.
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They said to one another, "Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how
distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that's why this distress has come upon us."
22

Reuben replied, "Didn't I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn't listen! Now we must
give an accounting for his blood." 23They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since
he was using an interpreter.
24

He turned away from them and began to weep, but then turned back and spoke to them again.
He had Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes.
25

Joseph gave orders to fill their bags with grain, to put each man's silver back in his sack, and to
give them provisions for their journey. After this was done for them, 26they loaded their grain on
their donkeys and left.
27

At the place where they stopped for the night one of them opened his sack to get feed for his
donkey, and he saw his silver in the mouth of his sack. 28"My silver has been returned," he said to
his brothers. "Here it is in my sack."
Their hearts sank and they turned to each other trembling and said, "What is this that God has
done to us?" (NIV)
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Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Song
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Unstoppable God
Welcome & Announcements
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Al-Anon Meeting
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Parent Focused Al-Anon
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Contemporary Service
Sunday School
Traditional Service
Youth Group

Pastoral Prayer
Hymn # 504

The Old Rugged Cross
(Vs. 1, 4)
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In Jesus Name (God of Possible)
Amanda Avey, Solo
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Amanda Avey

There are baskets in the back to place your tithes and offerings. It is collected and counted at 11:15 am.
To give online, scan the QR code in the Attendance Pads or Text SBUMC to 77977.

The following prayer requests and concerns represent only the most recent additions to our prayer list.
For a list of ongoing prayer, see the Prayers/Concerns section
of our monthly newsletter, check the Prayer Room, or call the church office.

Janet Baker, Jerald Cole, Jean Denney, Lucy Hayes,
Cameron David Pollak, Shirley Pollak, Bailey Powers

PRAYER FOCUS: Travel Mercies for Those Vacationing
VBS is scheduled July 18-22. We still need many volunteers. Volunteers do not necessarily have
to work with the children. There are many different jobs available. Please sign up in the back of
sanctuary if interested or speak with Shawna, our Children & Youth Director. Thank you!
Christmas in July is a time when we share our blessings with local schools. SBUMC has
historically supported Sea Park, Holland, Surfside, and Ocean Breeze Elementary Schools, as
well as DeLaura Middle, and Satellite High Schools. In the past this has meant purchasing
physical school supplies, but as other sources of support have arisen, we are requesting
monetary donations instead. Often, the schools will see shortfalls in the first few days of school,
and monetary donations will offer the greatest flexibility in meeting those needs. Please mark
your envelopes: School Support, and your name for recording. Your giving has always been
greatly appreciated by our area schools, and has not gone unnoticed.

